Vom records. If it breeds on the Jos Plateau, on which Vom is situated at 
1,310 m, it must do so extremely sparsely since in 14 years Dr. Lang has seen 
none other than those netted. It may be significant that, as Dr. Lang reports, 
there was a small migratory movement at Vom when the 1975 birds were 
netted, with Palaearctic passerines and the first plateau record of Turnix nana 
on the same day. The swallows, which I consider had fledged within four 
weeks, may have been migrants dispersing northward from Niger-Benue 
breeding grounds (Bannerman 1953). 
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A new race of Thekla Lark in Harrar, Ethiopia 

by C. Erard <& G. Jarry 

Received 21st August^ 7^77 

In classifying the specimens recently brought back from Ethiopia by various 
expeditions from the Laboratoire de Zoologie (Mammiferes et Oiseaux) du 
Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle de Paris, we noticed three Thekla 
Larks from Harrar which at once seemed to us peculiar. These three speci- 
mens have been compared by one of us (C.E.) with the extensive material in 
the British Museum (Natural History). We thank Dr. D. W. Snow and 
I. C. J. Galbraith for facilities provided and C. W. Benson who translated 
our paper. These birds seem to us sufficiently homogeneous and distinct 
from other races of Galerida theklae to require their own name. Accordingly 
we propose: 

Galerida theklae harrarensis, subsp. nov. 

Description: This new form has no close resemblance to the populations 
of the high plateaus of Ethiopia attached to praetermissa (Blanford), the 
colour of which is very dark, especially the reddish fawn underparts. It is 
akin to ellioti Hartert of Somalia, from which it is nevertheless easily dis- 
tinguishable. Harrarensis is in effect darker, less sandy: the streaks on the 
back are clearly of a brown which is more blackish in tone, these dark 
centres to the feathers being wider and much better defined. Below, the 
pectoral streaks are heavier. Finally, an important character, the bill of 
harrarensis is shorter than that of ellioti., and it is also clearly finer. 

These specimens have also been compared with G. /. huriensis Benson of 
northern Kenya. Six specimens of the latter in worn plumage, comparable in 
this respect to our specimens, are very easily distinguished by their darker 
colour. The mantle of harrarensis is less densely streaked, the dark centres of 
the feathers being narrower. The feathers of the rump and upper-tail coverts 
are of an almost uniform pinkish brown contrasting with the rest of the 
upperparts, whereas in huriensis the rump and upper-tail coverts are merely 
fringed with a brown of a reddish rather than a pinkish tone and the centre 
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is dark brown. Below, huriensis is more streaked on the chest, the markings 
being particularly large and densely distributed. Furthermore, huriensis has 
the bill longer and stouter, and has much less light fawn on the outer 
rectrices. 

Distribution: At present harrarensis is only known from three specimens 
collected in the north of the province of Harrar on i8th March 1971 : (J, 5 km 
west of Jigjigga (9^2 1'N, 42°46'E), altitude 1,700 m; ^2 km south-east 
of Jigjigg?- (9 °i 4'N, 43°02'E), altitude 1,550 m. The first one was obtained 
in a steppe of low acacia bushes scattered over stony ground; the other two 
in an analogous habitat but much more rocky owing to the presence of the 
bed of a dry wadi. At these two localities, and in between, this form was 
relatively common. It did not appear to be breeding at this time. 

Type: ^ adult, 5 km west of Jigjigga, i8th March 1971. Collectors’ no: 
2,794. In Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris. 

Measurements of type: Wing loi, tail 57, bill (from skull) 14-5, hind-claw 
1 1 mm. 

Measurements of material as a whole: The following is a summary of measure- 
ments, of material all of the same degree of wear of plumage: 





Wing 


Tail Bill from 

skull 

G. t. harrarensis 


Hind-claiv 




100, lOI 


5 5.57 14*5 (both) 


10*5, 11 


9 


93 


52 14*5 

G. t. ellioti 


1 1 




99-103*5 


51-60 14- 5-17-5 


8-12 


av. 


loi • 8 


56-5 15-7 

G. t. huriensis 


9*9 


5 $$ 


97-101 


5I'5-6o-5 15-17 


11*5-15 


av. 


99*1 


56*0 i6* I 


12*2 



The type of harrarensis weighed 30 g; the male from 32 km south-east of 
Jigjigga 32 g, the female therefrom 3 ig. 

Remarks: Urban & Brown (1971: 71) record only G, t, praetermissa and 
huriensis from Ethiopia. The latter should strictly speaking only figure in an 
inventory of the birds of Ethiopia as “probable”. It has never been collected 
or recorded within Ethiopia, although Benson (1945) obtained his specimens 
only five miles south of the frontier with Kenya but never met with the 
species during his important investigations in Sidamo. Urban & Brown do 
not record G. t, ellioti. In this respect they follow White (1961: 50), who 
records this race only from the interior of British Somaliland south to 
Galkayu and Merca in Italian Somalia. Now, the type-locality of ellioti is 
Daghabur (8°ii'N, 43^3 1'E), which is in the Ethiopian part of the Ogaden, 
that is to say, in the south of the province of Harrar. Thus it is right to admit 
this form to the list of the birds of Ethiopia and to investigate its exact 
distribution in the Ogaden. 
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